
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

A couple of months ago child M came to me 
to say how much she’d enjoyed reading the 
play version of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” (Engage, level 34). She asked if she 
could produce and direct it.

Initially my heart sank as I 
thought of the lost lunch 
times I faced in my 
supporting role but I 
decided if she was 
prepared to lose her lunch 
break then so should I. 
That evening I ordered 
another ten copies of the 
book for each character.

Child M auditioned for the 
parts, with me in the 
background, and we started 
reading the script through 
three lunch times per week. 
Eventually, we started 
acting it and asked another 
teacher to be wardrobe 
mistress. The parents 
willingly helped us out with 
costumes we couldn’t 
provide.

The girls made flyers to 
display around school and 



an invitation to parents. All the time child M was co-ordinating with the 
school cook to make sure they could go first in the line for lunch on 
rehearsal days. She was also very strict with children who had sneaked 
outside occasionally instead of coming to practise!

The girls really 
wanted to create a 
dance to perform as 
well so instead of the 
“mortal men” 
practising a play our 
“mortal men” 
practised a dance in 
the middle of the 
performance!

On the day we 
created a round stage 
by sitting the children 
in a circle as in 
Shakespeare’s day. 
For 45 minutes the year2 – 6 children sat spellbound. The performers 

were so thrilled with 
themselves and the praise 
they received.

That evening I placed the 
books in the school library 
in the plays section. I was 
thrilled a week later when I 
walked through the library 
at lunch time. Ten lower key 
stage 2 children had 
decided to sit in the library, 
each with a copy of “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” 

and take a character each, reading the play sensibly and really enjoying 
themselves!



So proud of our amazing children for doing the ultimate in reading – 
enjoying it!


